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In this document :
Using the Support element of the WIDA Model Performance Indicators framework for English 
learner instruct ion, we have compiled a collect ion of virtual tools, resources, and suggested 
instruct ional methods. These recommendations apply to the teaching and support of English 
learners in a virtual or blended learning environment. Considerat ions have also been made for 
the applicat ion of selected accommodations according to a student 's  Individualized Language 
Acquisit ion Plan (ILAP) in a virtual context.
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Sensor y Suppor ts
Suppor t Synchronous ------------------------------> (Eit her ) Asynchronous Online Tools

Use 
m anipulat ives

Use slide share; 
interactive documents; 
web-, Java-, or 
app-based tools 
designed to simulate 
manipulatives.

Make simple manipulatives 
with students at home 
through a virtual how-to 
activity.

Send home 
manipulatives in 
advance.

Smartboard (make 
counters & share 
screen), Geoboard, 
Didax, National Library 
of Virtual 
Manipulatives

Realia Show realia during a 
virtual meeting or 
lecture.

Virtual realia: Students 
interact with a 3D or virtual 
reality representation of 
realia.

Student scavenger 
hunt /  show-and-tell 
activities (students 
find realia in the 
house and take a 
picture or record a 
video)

Google Glass, Second 
Life, Expeditions, 
Discovery Education 
Virtual Field Trips, 
Flipgrid, Tour Creator, 
Seesaw

Im ages 
(Pict ures, 
phot ographs, 
i l lust rat ions, 
diagram s, & 
draw ings)

Share a 
screen/presentation or 
hold up photos during 
a virtual meeting

Hyperlink to images, picture 
dictionary, etc. on a hyperdoc, 
in Google Classroom, or with 
Thinglink.

Share a self-paced 
slideshow or share 
a curated 
(teacher-selected) 
image library or 
picture dictionary 
with students that 
they can use to 
complete activities 
or projects on a 
topic.

Google slides, 
Nearpod, Book 
Creator, Jamboard, 
Google Earth, 
Hyperdocs, 
Voicethread, Explain 
Everything, Virtual 
Lockers, PicCollage 
Edu, Mentimeter, 
Thinglink

Share in an interactive 
annotation app, so 
teacher, students, or 
both can interact with 
images. (Try the Visual 
Discovery method)

Share a screen or video to 
show teacher annotating an 
image (i.e. PWIM)
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Sensor y Suppor ts (Cont inued)
Suppor t Synchronous ------------------------------> (Eit her ) Asynchronous Online Tools

Physical 
act ivit ies

Do TPR with students 
during a virtual meeting or 
incorporate movement 
into lessons as readiness 
signals, to indicate 
positions on a topic, etc.

Teacher "dual casts" or records 
a lesson to both share a screen 
and also show themselves on a 
screen using gestures and body 
language to share meaning.

Students view a video 
of a TPR lesson and do 
on their own or create 
videos or staged still 
photos of themselves 
doing physical 
activities and share 
with teacher or class.

Flipgrid, Screencastify, 
Tik Tok, Loom, Padlet

Models & Figures Make a model with 
students during a virtual 
meeting using common 
materials.

Send home simple models in 
advance or make a model for 
students in a demonstration 
lesson.

Assign a 
model-making activity 
to students, providing 
diagrams or a video 
how-to as support.

Tinkercad, Wordle

Videos & Film s Share specific segments 
during a virtual meeting.

Students create videos using 
pictures, text, and voice 
recording with Adobe Spark

Assign for 
independent viewing

Ed Puzzle, ESLVideo, 
Discovery Education, 
Brain Pop, Brain Pop 
ELL, Adobe Spark, 
Edmodo, WeVideo

Magazines & 
Newspapers

Share magazine images on 
a document camera with 
students.

Scan or photograph specific 
magazine or newspaper pages 
and share with students online.

Provide links to 
ESOL-friendly 
publications online or 
assign students to 
collect free 
publications or 
newspapers from town 
and utilize in lesson 
from home.

Voice of America 
English News, 
NewsELA, Scholastic 
Scope, TeenInk, 
Highlights, Flipboard, 
Common Sense Media, 
Breaking English News
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Gr aphic Suppor ts

Suppor t Synchronous ------------------------------> (Eit her ) Asynchronous Online Tools

Char t s, Graphs, & 
Tables

Annotate parts of a 
graphic image during a 
virtual class meeting.

Students synthesize data from a 
complex text into a chart, graph, 
or table.

Capture a screen cast 
explaining the parts 
or meaning of graphic 
images in a content 
area lesson and send 
to students.

Screencastify, NCES 
Kids' Zone Create a 
Graph

Graphic 
organizers

Complete a graphic 
organizer on a book or 
topic with collaboration 
of peers during a virtual 
class meeting.

Complete a graphic organizer 
on a book or topic individually 
or with collaboration of peers.

Students can listen to 
a content-related 
segment from 
Randall's Listening 
Lab (or a 
teacher-created one) 
and make a graphic 
organizer on Canva 
before taking a 
comprehension quiz.

Canva, Google 
Drawings, Google Slides, 
ReadWriteThink, 
Popplet, Venngage, 
Cacoo, Lucid Chart

Tim elines & 
Num ber  l ines

Teachers use a visual 
schedule to demonstrate 
timelines for virtual 
learning with students.

Co-create a class timeline using 
supported lessons from EL 
Civics for ESL Students.

Students listen to a 
story or research an 
event in history and 
create a timeline to 
recount the events to 
share.

Math Learning Center, 
Knightlab Timelines, 
Timeline Tool on 
ReadWriteThink
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Gr aphic Suppor ts (Cont inued)

Suppor t Synchronous ------------------------------> (Eit her ) Asynchronous Online Tools

Infographics Teachers and students 
co-create an infographic 
on a content-area topic

Create an infographic to explain 
a content-area topic individually 
or with collaboration of 
peers/teachers.

Students create their 
own infographic to 
explain a content-area 
topic and post for 
classmates to view.  
This could also be 
done as a jigsaw 
activity.

Canva, Canva Pro (free 
for teachers), Google 
Drawing, Piktochart

Vocabulary 
Suppor t

Students work together 
arranging words to 
demonstrate meaning 
(Interactive Word Wall) 
(video).  

Create a Virtual Word Wall Students match words 
and pictures in 
teacher-customized 
games with 
Wordwall.net or 
students watch a 
video on Flocabulary 
and complete related 
activities, including the 
creation of their own 
flashcards.

Google slides, Book 
Creator, Flocabulary, 
Quizlet, Wordwall.net
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Inter act ive Suppor ts
Suppor t Synchronous ------------------------------> (Eit her ) Asynchronous Online Tools

In pairs, par t ners, 
t r iads, or  sm all 
groups

Structured dialogue (like 
Dice Talk) in virtual 
breakout rooms

Students collaborate via 
sharing applications, such as 
Google Docs or Google Slides, 
to create presentations or 
collaborate in real time or 
when able.

Students share videos 
on a topic using Flipgrid 
and respond to one 
another 's videos using 
sentence frames

Google Meet, Zoom, 
Microsoft Teams, 
Flipgrid, Seesaw, 
Boomwriter, Voki

In a whole group Incorporate structured 
dialogue (like QSSSA) or 
use interactive tools like 
Pear Deck, Poll 
Everywhere, or 
Crowdsignal.

Students participate during a 
virtual teacher lesson or watch 
the pre-recorded lesson and 
respond appropriately via 
flipgrid or padlet.

Students watch a 
teacher-created lesson 
and comment through 
Padlet.

Google Meet, Zoom, 
Microsoft Teams, Pear 
Deck, Poll 
Everywhere, 
Crowdsignal, Kahoot, 
Padlet

Cooperat ive 
group st ruct ures

Students work in 
assigned breakout rooms 
with specific roles to 
complete a task.

Students collaborate via 
sharing applications, such as 
Google Docs or Google Slides, 
to create presentations or 
collaborate in real time or 
when able.

Students collaborate 
with distinct roles via 
Google Docs/Slides to 
create a virtual 
presentation.  Group 
members add audio to 
present their section in 
Google Slides.

Google Meet, Zoom, 
Microsoft Teams, 
Google Slides, Google 
Docs, Record to Slides 
extension
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Inter act ive Suppor ts (Cont inued)
Suppor t Synchronous ------------------------------> (Eit her ) Asynchronous Online Tools

In t he nat ive 
language (L1)

Group students in 
breakout rooms according 
to L1

Provide interactive writing 
opportunities in L1

Provide translation tools 
for slides or assign 
Flipgrids for L1 
responses

Google Translate 
Chrome extension, 
ImTranslator 
extension,Voice 
Recognition 
(dictation) extension, 
Kami, Flipgrid, 
Seesaw, Padlet

Wit h m ent ors Teachers/peers conference 
with students during 
assigned conference 
meeting times to provide 
support and feedback.

Teachers/peers conference 
with students via sharing 
applications, such as Flipgrid, 
Google Docs, Google Slides, 
etc., during real time or by an 
assigned/agreed upon date to 
provide support and 
feedback.

Teachers/peers 
conference with 
students via sharing 
applications by an 
assigned/agreed upon 
date to provide support 
and feedback.

Google Meet, Zoom, 
Microsoft Teams, 
Flipgrid, Seesaw, 
Google Docs, Google 
Slides

Best  Pr act ices for  Engl ish Lear ner s
The following instruct ional pract ices should be included in support plans for all English learners:

- Visual cues
- Graphic organizers
- Checks for understanding
- Provide word banks
- Use manipulat ives and realia
- Incorporate student culture

- Provide examples and models of completed 
projects

- Act ivate prior knowledge
- Provide posit ive reinforcement and a can-do 

att itude
- Teach to all modalit ies
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Suggested Methods for  Del iver y of  Selected 
Accommodat ions in a Vir tual Envir onment

Accom m odat ion Vir t ual Tools t o Consider

Allow alternate response options for 
assignments and assessments

Flipgrid, Wordwall.net, Quizlet, Google Drawing, Voice Recorder 
extension, Little Bird Tales

Bilingual Dictionary NYU Steinhardt Glossaries for ELLs/MLLs Accommodations

Individual instruction Google Meet, Zoom, Microsoft Teams

Oral administration Screencastify, Record to Slides, Immersive Reader or other 
text-to-speech tool, individual or small group virtual session

Paired oral and written directions Screencastify, Record to Slides, Immersive Reader or other 
text-to-speech tool

Small group instruction Google Meet, Zoom, Microsoft Teams

Teacher use of simplified language Screencastify, Seesaw, Record to Slides

Use varied print and audio texts Storyline Online, Raz Kids, Unite for Literacy, Read Works

Accommodations for English learners should be selected according to state and district guidelines.  Considerations 
should be made for English proficiency level and individual student need.  Accommodations for assessments should 
be provided regularly in class.  The following accommodations are only a sample of possible options that may be 
selected for English learners.  These accommodations are accompanied by tools that might be considered for 
implementation in a virtual instructional model.
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Sample Star t ing Points for  Teacher s

Prof iciency 
Level

Sam ple Suppor t s at  t he Beginning of  t he School Year

Level 1
Ent er ing

- Media support in L1 (i.e. Google Translate extension, Microsoft Translator)
- Allow responses in L1 (i.e. Voice Recognition dictation extension, Flipgrid)
- Sentence frames with models (written or oral)
- Virtual picture dictionaries for content areas
- Teacher-created Infographics
- TPR in virtual sessions
- Increase interaction

Level 2
Em erging

- Media support in L1 + English (i.e. a text-to-speech extension, dictation extension if 
necessary)
- Sentence or paragraph frames with models (written or oral)
- Virtual picture dictionaries for content areas
- Teacher-created Infographics
- TPR in virtual sessions
- Increase interaction

Level 3
Developing

- Media support in L1 + English (i.e. a text-to-speech extension)
- Sentence or paragraph frames (for writing and speaking)
- Virtual picture dictionaries or vocabulary journals for content areas
- Teacher- or student-created Infographics
- Increase interaction

Level 4
Expanding

- Sentence or paragraph frames (for writing and speaking)
- Teacher- or student-created Infographics
- Leveled online dictionary (i.e. Wordsmyth.com)
- Increase interaction

Level 5
Br idging

- Student-created Infographics utlizing specialized or technical content language
- Leveled online dictionary (i.e. Wordsmyth.com)
- Increase interaction

Level 6
Reaching

- Student-created checklists for extended oral and written communication
- Increase interaction

The sample supports below are intended only as a starting point to illustrate appropriate 
measures at each proficiency level.  It is not comprehensive, nor does it include all 
accommodations that will be selected on the ILAP.  Individual student needs should be 
evaluated and addressed and appropriate accommodations selected for the ILAP.  As language 
proficiency increases throughout the year, supports should be adjusted. Best practices should 
be incorporated consistently for all English learners (see page 7).
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