
Teaching Point: Readers can notice when authors use nuances in language to build their 

vocabulary and to think about why an author chose a specific word.  Sometimes these nuances 

are figurative language. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Notice how the author follows the line, “He erased book after book.” A pile of eraser crumbs because 

a blizzard of eraser crumbs, then becomes a mountain of eraser crumbs. The author uses the 

exaggeration to really let us (the readers) know how furiously Stink was erasing all of the books. 

Figurative Language 

The use of words in an unusual and imaginative 

way. Authors usually use figurative language to 

make a point or call attention to something. 

 

 



Teaching Point: Readers and writers use their knowledge of word patterns to read and spell 

unfamiliar words. 

 

 

 



 

Teaching Point: Writers write 

because they have something 

to say. As readers, if we figure 

out the writer’s purpose it 

helps us to more deeply 

understand what the writer is 

saying. 

 

 

Notice how the poet uses 

rhyme to entertain the 

reader, but also does give us 

some information about Pluto 

in the poem. Poets use rhyme 

in poems to entertain readers. 

So, the poet wrote this poem 

to entertain us while giving us 

some information about 

Pluto. 
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